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Aims and Scope

The Database of Latin Dictionaries (DLD) is an unparalleled resource for research on the Latin language 
throughout the ages. Because of its broad spectrum of dictionaries, the DLD offers an immediate overview 
of Latin vocabulary that no isolated dictionary can give.

Starting in 2005 with only two dictionaries, the DLD has now grown into a large collection of 29 dictionaries. 
Every year at least one dictionary is added and various improvements are made to the existing ones. These 
improvements may consist in corrections to the text of the dictionaries, expanded search possibilities, or 
the inclusion of newly published addenda. The DLD continually strives to provide its users with the best and 
most up-to-date information.

The aim of the DLD is to produce for scholars and students an online database comprising a large number 
of different Latin dictionaries and lexica, thus offering tools for:

 understanding Latin texts of various genres, periods, countries or regions;
 analyzing Latin vocabulary at different levels and with different focuses and purposes;
 selecting appropriate terms to formulate queries in the Latin textual databases;

comparing the dictionaries with one another.
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Overview

*In collaboration with the Union Académique Internationale.



The DLD offers access to 29 dictionaries, giving an immediate overview of Latin vocabulary, from Antiquity up to the present day. 
Linked to these dictionaries is a database of (currently) more than 95,000 lemmas.

A New Way of Searching

Searching in the entire database
Start by selecting the category in which you want to search:

Dictionary headwords: the entries of the dictionaries and all other headwords that may occur further on in the article; 
Translations: the actual translation(s) given in the articles (currently supported for Meyer-Lübke, Montero Cartelle, and Pérez 
González, Schad, and Stelten); Full text: the entire contents of the article.

Browsing through the dictionaries
In this subsection, you can browse through the list of available dictionaries. For each of the dictionaries, you can:

Read a short introduction by clicking on the name of the dictionary; Navigate through the entire list of articles by clicking on 
the “Articles” option (or by using the search box on top of the screen as a fi lter); Read or query the list of abbreviations (where 
relevant); Read or query the entire bibliography (where relevant); View tables and other elements that do not belong to a 
single article, but are still relevant (e.g. for Schad’s Lexicon of Grammatical Terminology).
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